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An Important Festival Celebrated in Tamil Nadu
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~Introduction
fﬁ Ayudha Puja is a Hindu festival celebrated on the ninth day of Navaratri to express

;gratitude for the tools, instruments, books, and vehicles that sustain daily life and livelihood.
Z‘Z(OCTOBER 19,2026)
1. Core Significance:
e Gratitude for Livelihood: The word Ayudha means weapon or instrument, and Pooja means ﬁ
worship. It is a time to thank the objects that enable work—from traditional farming implements and
fﬁ artisan tools to modern machinery, computers, and vehicles. ﬁ
-+ Worship of Knowledge and Wisdom: In South India, the day is closely tied to the veneration of ~ *'
*ﬁ Goddess Saraswati, where students, musicians, and professionals place books, pens, musical *ﬁ
instruments, and computers for blessings.
e Triumph of Good Over Evil: Historically and mythologically, the festival commemorates Goddess ¢
Durga’s victory over the demon Mahishasura, or the Pandavas retrieving their hidden weapons
W from the Shami tree before winning the battle of Kurukshetra. W
ﬁ e Spiritualizing Daily Labor: It bridges the gap between the material and spiritual worlds by viewing ﬂ
daily work as a sacred duty (Karma) and treating instruments as extensions of divine intelligence.

ﬁ e Inner Mastery: As explained through spiritual teachings like those from the Isha Foundation, ﬁ

, revering external tools mirrors the need to become mindful and respectful of your most fundamental ,
*ﬁ instruments: your own body and mind. *ﬁ
2. Key Rituals
ﬁ e Cleaning and Decoration: Tools, vehicles, and equipment are thoroughly washed, oiled, or
*ﬁ polished. v
e Applying Auspicious Marks: The objects are adorned with sandalwood paste (gandha), vermilion
** (kumkum), turmeric, and flower garlands. **
e Placing on Altars: Books and smaller items are arranged neatly on clean platforms or in puja

rooms alongside images of deities like Saraswati, Lakshmi, and Durga.
ﬁ o The Ward-off Offering: At the conclusion of the ritual, a white pumpkin, coconut, or lime is ﬂ

traditionally smashed to ward off negative energy and evil

1o May we honour our work, value our tools, and celebrate knowledge. 1o

HAPPY AYUDHA PUJA


https://isha.sadhguru.org/en/wisdom/article/ayudha-pooja

